Software Engineering 15

Unix for Users

Exercise #5: Simple shell scripts

A shell script is an ASCII file that contains commands that the shell should perform. When running the script, the shell performs the commands that written in the script one after the other.

1. (Note that the tcsh scripting language contains many commands that control the flow of commands within the script. These commands include loops, and conditional statements. But we will not handle such commands in this course.)

2. Look for the source command in the tcsh manual. Do this by typing ‘man tcsh’, and use less to search for the word ‘source’. (Searching in less is performed in the same manner as it is in vi.)
3. Ok, so you now know how to run a script. Now create a script file that changes directory to ~/ , prints “This is my Home:” to the screen, and then lists the contents of the directory along with the hidden files of the directory. (The true uses of scripts will be shown later.) 
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